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LOS ANGELES COUNTY REGISTRAR-RECORDER/COUNTY CLERK 

STATEMENT ON CROSS OVER VOTING 
 

 

I want to assure voters in Los Angeles County that this office takes the issue of voter 

enfranchisement very seriously.  Clearly, there is concern about the ballots cast 

today by nonpartisan or decline to state voters who were permitted to cross over and 

vote in the primaries of the Democratic and American Independent parties.   

 

It is important to note that while hundreds of thousands of voters across the state 

encountered new voting systems this election, voters in Los Angeles County were 

fortunate to be able to cast their ballots using InkaVote Plus, which has been in place 

for several elections.  The manner in which cross over voting was presented in Los 

Angeles County was no different than that of the last three statewide primary 

elections (2002, 2004 and 2006). The voter instructions provided in the sample ballot 

booklets, which were mailed to all voters in the County, highlighted the steps to be 

taken by nonpartisan voters when voting a cross over ballot. Likewise, poll worker 

training materials and the actual vote recorder page instructions were consistent with 

past practice.  Additionally, this office engaged in extensive voter outreach and 

education focused on cross over voting. 
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Reports from across the County indicate that Los Angeles County voters turned out 

in record numbers for this Presidential Primary Election.   The close contests among 

the Presidential candidates inspired thousands of new and infrequent voters to take 

part in this historic election.   Our department extended considerable effort to 

educate voters about the cross over process – from the sample ballot to the polls on 

Election Day – particularly, among new decline to state and nonpartisan voters. 

 

Tonight our focus must be on counting the votes cast in Los Angeles County.  I have 

made a commitment to the parties and organizations with concerns regarding the 

ballot layout to conduct a thorough review of the nonpartisan ballots cast and to 

identify the extent to which potential voter disenfranchisement may have occurred in 

relation to ballot layout.  This will take time, patience and cooperation.  We will 

conduct the process during the post election canvass period in an open and 

transparent manner to ensure that the interests of all parties are respected and 

considered. 

 

In cooperation and consultation with the Secretary of State we will seek to determine 

whether or not this issue has potential impact on the outcome of the Democratic 

Presidential contest.  If such an impact is established, we will exhaust every available 

option under state law to count cross over votes on nonpartisan ballots where the 

intent of the voter can be clearly and definitively determined.   

   

California’s modified Primary Election process is complex.  Additional variations in 

political party rules and the recent pace of regulatory change with regard to voting 

systems in California and throughout the nation are factors that must be 

contemplated in ensuring voters’ understanding of instructions and ballot layout.   
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Over and above those factors, I recognize the importance of ensuring that every 

effort is made to facilitate voters’ option to cast ballots as permitted under California 

Election Code. 

 

The integrity of the administration of elections in Los Angeles County remains the 

first and foremost mission of this office. 

 

-- Dean C. Logan 

    Acting Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk 

    Los Angeles County 

 

 

Persons requiring multilingual assistance in Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog/Filipino, or Vietnamese regarding 

information in the press release, may call (800) 481-8683. 
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